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Web designers, web producers, and webmasters rely on one program above all others to
design, build, and manage professional websites: Adobe Dreamweaver. It provides the tools you
need to create everything from simple HTML pages to database-driven PHP pages. But what
makes Dreamweaver so versatile is also what makes it difficult to learn. This bestselling guide
offers you with clear, jargon-free explanations to help you master this sophisticated program --
and bring stunning, contemporary websites to life.Written by veteran Dreamweaver teacher and
author David McFarland, Dreamweaver CS5: The Missing Manual takes you through site
creation step-by-step, from building your very first page to launching a template-driven, fully
interactive site. You'll hone your skills with the help of hands-on, guided tutorials throughout the
book.Learn how to control the appearance of your web pages with CSS, from basic to advanced
techniquesDesign dynamic, database-driven websites, from blogs to product catalogs, and from
shopping carts to newsletter signup formsAdd interactivity to your website with ready-to-use
JavaScript programs from Adobe's Spry FrameworkEffortlessly control the many helper files that
power your website and manage thousands of pagesExamine web page components and
Dreamweaver's capabilities with the book's "live examples"Add Spry Tabbed Panels to Web
PagesSome website visitors are loath to scroll; if they don’t see what they want when a page first
loads, they move on. Because of this, some web designers divide long passages of information
into multiple pages so that each page presents small, easy-to-digest chunks. Of course, that
means building several pages instead of just one, and forces visitors to click through (and wait
for) a series of pages. Spry Tabbed Panels provides an alternative (see Figure 13-1). Instead of
creating one long page, or several smaller pages, you can organize information into separate
tabbed panels. That way, your content is always front and center, and your visitors can easily
access different sections by clicking a tab above each panel.Adding a Tabbed PanelYou can
place Spry tabbed panels anywhere on a web page. But since the tabs form a single row at the
top of the group of panels, you need enough horizontal space to accommodate all the tabs.
Unless you have only a couple of tabs with one-word text labels, you should place the tabbed
panels in a fairly wide space, such as the main column of a web page, or across the entire width
of the page. Just follow these steps:Figure 13-1. Organize your page’s content into easily
accessible panels withthe Spry Tabbed Panels widget. Clicking a tab opens a new panel’s worth
ofinformation without the browser having to load a new web page.1. In the document window,
click where you wish to insert the panels. For example, inside a div tag.2. Choose Insert > Spry >
Spry Tabbed Panels, or, on the Insert panel’s Spry category, click one of the Spry Tabbed
Panel’s buttons (see Figure 13-2).You can find all the Spry goodies on the Insert panel’s Spry
category (Figure 13-2, left); you’ll also find several Spry widgets (including tabbed panels) listed
under the Layout category (Figure 13-2, right), and other Spry buttons grouped under other tabs
(form validation Spry widgets appear under the Forms tab, for example).Figure 13-2. In the Insert
panel, you can identify a Spry icon by the starburstin the button’s lower-right corner. It’s even



easier to distinguish them fromother buttons if, from the Insert Panel’s category menu, you
choose ColorIcons--this changes the drab gray starburst to a bright orange.After you insert a
tabbed panel, you see two tabs and two panels on the page (Figure 13-3); in addition, a blue tab
appears above the panels indicating the Spry widget. The blue tab appears only in
Dreamweaver’s Design view, not in a guest’s web browser. It gives you an easy way to select the
Spry widget and access its properties in the Property inspector.Note: When you save a page
after inserting a Spry Tabbed Panel, Dreamweaver notifies you that it has added two files to the
site: a CSS file (SpryTabbedPanels.css) for formatting the panel group, and a JavaScript file
(SpryTabbedPanels.js) to make the panels appear and disappear when visitors click the tabs.
Dreamweaver saves both files in the SpryAssets folder in your site’s root folder. Make sure you
upload this folder when you move your site onto your web server.3. In the Property inspector,
name the panel group (Figure 13-3).This step is optional. Dreamweaver provides a generic
name (TabbedPanels1, for example) for the group of panels. You don’t really have to change this
name; it never appears in a browser window. But if you ever take the plunge into manually
modifying your Spry widgets in Code view, you may want to change the Spry panel group’s
name to something more descriptive. If you create a group of tabbed panels to house
information about a product, for example, you might name the panel group productPanels. A
descriptive name helps you identify code related to the panel group if you work in Code view to
enhance or change the functionality of the panels.Figure 13-3. Normally, when a browser
downloads a page containing Spry panels, it highlights the firsttab and panel. However, if you’d
rather open another panel when the page loads, selectthe relevant tab’s name in the Property
inspector’s “Default panel” menu.4. Add additional panels.If two panels aren’t enough for your
needs, use the Property inspector to add more. Above the list of tab names, click the + button
(see Figure 13-3) to add a new panel. To remove a panel, in the same list, click the name of a
tab, and then click the minus (-) button. You can also reorder the panels by selecting a tab from
the list, and then clicking the up or down arrow button. The up arrow moves a panel to the left,
while the down arrow moves a panel to the right.Note: A Spry widget’s properties appear in the
Property inspector only when you select the widget. To do so, click the blue tab above the
elements inside the widget.
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CH3CH2OH, “Awesome Book. I wanted to make a simple website and looked at web templates,
wordpress and other site building tools. But in the end I figured why not learn dreamweaver? I
bought this book having zero experience with either dreamweaver or web design. I am not
particularly good at such things but the Sawyer does an excellent job of explaining things in a
way that makes a dry subject a little easier. I have not read the book cover to cover, or in order
even. I just look up what I want to do in the index or contents and read what he says about it. It is
a very skim friendly book.One word of warning, however, is if you want to create your own
dynamic website from scratch you will need this book and then a book on either php or asp etc.
If you only want a static site, then this book and some internet searching for tips is all you will
ever need, but if you want a dynamic site this book takes you part of the way, but he can't write
for every language you could use to make it dynamic.To compare this book to others in the
"missing manual" series, I have php mysql and access. Sawyer is way, way better than the
authors of those other 2. I don't get the other 2 at all, but this book on Dreamweaver will enable
anyone to learn how to make their own site, upload it and maintain it.”

august, “superb Dreamweaver CS5 book for beginners. Superb! This book is a refreshing
delight.I'm a professional software developer and have been reading technical programming
books for 30 years ranging from C, C++, Java, Python, etc. etc. and "Dreamweaver CS5 - the
Missing Manual" is among the best books I've ever bought. The author blends and balances
conceptual overview, description, detail and tutorials superbly. Enough overview to get the most
important concepts established; enough detailed description to reveal how things really work
while also pointing out some of the important "gotchas" that newbies will run into; and then
enough tutorials (but not too much, and not too trivial) to help beginners get both a
comprehensive feel for dreamweaver and put them well on their way to building professional
websites. For example, the tutorials are well thought out and then distilled to focus on the things
that are important for beginners to understand. Also the instructions for the tutorials are so
explicit and accurate, it is almost impossible for readers to get confused.”

Antonio, “Awesome Book. If you are completely new to dreamweaver, I would recommend this
book. I have tried to search for online tutorials, but nothing comes close to teaching you how to
work with a site quite like this book. It's slightly intimidating with its length and looks as if it could
compete with the dictionary in volume. However, the ease of navigating through the book and
the simplicity of the words that the author uses makes it really easy to use the book to really get
in the know how of dreamweaver.I feel like this book is better than a class on dreamweaver. It's
so jammed with such good information and answers almost every question you could ever have
with how to run dreamweaver. If you get any book to try to understand this highly complicated
program, get this one.”



Robert T. Osborne Jr., “Its good but could be better. I have read this book and found it to have a
few typos and errors but for the most part it is well worth the money. If you are new to
Dreamweaver you will find this book easy to follow and a great place to start. If you have used
Dreamweaver before but need to refresh or learn some new tricks this book is a great tool. I have
used it as a reference to do things that are out of the normal for me and for that reason alone it is
well worth the expense.”

Michael Manning, “Excellent...so far!. It's too early to give a definitive review as I am only part
way through but, so far, I feel the book is just what I needed.You know what they say....a little
knowledge can be a dangerous thing! There comes a time when everyone needs a little 'pro'
assistance.”

Mr R A CORLETT, “Essential Manual for Dreamweaver. Dreamweaver is not the easiest program
in the world to master and there are things you just don't know about unless you pay hundreds of
pounds to go on a dedicated course!  This helps out and is good value at around £15!”

kaffesoester, “A good book for beginners. A good book for beginners with easy to follow
instructions. I recommend it.”

Mr. A. Wanless, “Great manual - Essential Reading. At last - a manual that is readable and
helpful. Really impressed with this manual. It's making my life a lot easier with Dreamweaver
CS5. Recommended.”

The book by David Sawyer McFarland has a rating of 5 out of 4.2. 87 people have provided
feedback.
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